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Introduction 
Planning cemetery arrangements is often something families never expect to do — until 
they suddenly must. For others, it’s part of long-term preparation. In both cases, the 
experience can feel overwhelming. 

Many assume cemetery property is permanent, fixed, and unchangeable. In reality, it is 
an asset — one that can be sold, transferred, or passed on. Like real estate, cemetery 
property has a secondary market. Families who no longer need their property can sell it, 
and families searching for meaningful space can buy it. 

This guide exists to help you understand the process from both sides. We’ll walk you 
through the reasons people buy and sell, the types of property available, the legal and 
financial considerations, and the step-by-step process of transferring ownership. Along 
the way, you’ll find checklists, FAQs, and resources to help you feel confident and 
prepared. 
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Chapter 1 — Why Families Buy and Sell on the Secondary 
Market 

Why Sell? 

Life circumstances change. A family that once lived near a cemetery may move across the 
country. Children and grandchildren may prefer a different cemetery or a new tradition. 
Sometimes, plots are purchased decades in advance, only for plans to evolve. 

Rather than leaving valuable property unused, selling on the secondary market allows families 
to reclaim value and help others in need. It’s a compassionate exchange — one family frees 
resources, while another gains access to meaningful space. 

Why Buy? 

For buyers, the secondary market can open doors. Many cemeteries are sold out, especially 
historic or urban ones. Buying on the secondary market may be the only way to secure space in 
a desired location. 

Costs are also a factor. Retail cemetery prices are often high, and resale properties can 
sometimes be found at more affordable levels. Buyers may also find unique property types — 
niches, crypts, or family lots — that aren’t available through the cemetery directly. 

Key Takeaway 

The secondary market isn’t unusual. It’s a practical way for families to adapt to changing needs 
and ensure every property serves its purpose. 
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Chapter 2 — Cemetery Property Types Explained 

Grave Plots 

A grave plot is the most traditional form of cemetery property. Families choose them for their 
familiarity and the ability to place personalized headstones or markers. 

Plots come in different variations: 

●​ Single plots: One space for one casket or urn.​
 

●​ Double-depth plots: One plot designed for two interments, one above the other.​
 

●​ Companion plots: Two side-by-side plots, often for spouses.​
 

●​ Family lots: Groups of plots for multiple generations.​
 

Each cemetery has its own rules about monuments, decorations, and markers. It’s important to 
ask in advance what’s allowed, as some cemeteries only permit flat markers while others allow 
upright stones. 

Niches and Columbaria 

As cremation grows in popularity, niches and columbaria are increasingly common. A niche is a 
small compartment designed to hold an urn. A columbarium is a structure, often indoors in a 
chapel or outdoors in a memorial garden, that houses many niches. 

Niches may have glass, granite, or bronze fronts. Some allow companion urns, while others are 
designed for a single person. They provide families with a dignified, permanent space for 
remembrance while taking up less land than traditional plots. 
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Crypts and Mausoleums 

Above-ground options include crypts and mausoleums. A crypt is an individual chamber for a 
casket, while a mausoleum is a building that contains many crypts. Mausoleums may also 
include niches for cremation. 

Mausoleums are often chosen for their permanence and dignity. Families appreciate that they 
remain clean and dry, accessible year-round. While generally more expensive than plots or 
niches, they provide a sense of legacy. 

Key Takeaway 

Each property type carries its own costs, traditions, and limitations. By understanding the 
differences, families can make decisions that match their values, budget, and long-term wishes. 

 

Chapter 3 — How Long Does the Process Take? 
Many assume buying or selling cemetery property takes months or even years. The truth is 
more nuanced: the timeline varies based on location, demand, and cemetery 
responsiveness. 

For Sellers 

●​ Creating a listing: Typically a few days to prepare documents, photos, and details.​
 

●​ Receiving inquiries: Highly variable. In popular cemeteries, interest may come quickly. 
In less active areas, it may take months or even years.​
 

●​ Completing a transfer: Once a buyer is found, paperwork and cemetery approval can 
take anywhere from several days to multiple weeks.​
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For Buyers 

●​ Choosing property: This step takes as long as a family needs.​
 

●​ Completing a transfer: After selecting property, cemetery approval and documentation 
usually finalize in several business days to a few weeks.​
 

Why Delays Happen 

●​ Cemeteries have different policies and processing times.​
 

●​ Missing documents or outdated deeds may cause hold-ups.​
 

●​ Some cemeteries still rely on mail rather than digital communication.​
 

Key Takeaway 

No one can guarantee a timeline. But being prepared with complete documents, responsive 
communication, and flexibility helps shorten the process. 

 

Chapter 4 — Why Families Sell, and Why It’s Safe to Buy 

Why Families Sell 

Families sell cemetery property for reasons that are practical, not unusual: 

●​ Relocation​
 

●​ Changing traditions​
 

●​ Financial considerations​
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●​ Estate transitions​

 

Selling ensures valuable space doesn’t go unused while providing relief and flexibility for the 
family. 

Why Buyers Can Feel Safe 

Transfers on the secondary market are legally binding. Cemeteries require proof of ownership, 
approve transfers, and update records to reflect new rights holders. Once complete, buyers 
receive the same interment rights as if they purchased directly. 

Misconceptions 

●​ “Resale isn’t legal.” → False. Transfers are allowed, though some cemeteries have 
restrictions.​
 

●​ “Buyers get fewer rights.” → False. Rights transfer fully to the new owner.​
 

●​ “It’s rare.” → False. Resale happens every year across the country.​
 

 

Chapter 5 — What to Do if Your Cemetery of Choice Is 
Full 
It’s discouraging to learn that a desired cemetery is sold out. But options exist. 

Explore Nearby Cemeteries 

Cemeteries within a few miles may still have availability — sometimes with lower costs or 
different amenities. 

Consider Alternative Property Types 
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Niches, crypts, and mausoleums may be open even when plots are gone. These options can 
still provide dignity and flexibility for families. 

 

Stay Proactive 

Families can request alerts or register interest so they are notified when property becomes 
available. Some cemeteries periodically open new sections, while resale listings appear on the 
secondary market. 

Key Takeaway 

Flexibility often reveals meaningful opportunities. Families that remain open to alternatives 
frequently discover solutions that better meet their needs. 

 

Checklists & Worksheets (Later Section) 
●​ Seller Prep Checklist (documents, photos, cemetery policies)​

 
●​ Buyer Comparison Worksheet (cemetery, property type, fees, preferences)​

 
●​ Questions to Ask the Cemetery (transfer fees, restrictions, maintenance)​

 

 

Chapter 6 — Understanding Fees and Costs 
When buying or selling cemetery property, the purchase price is only part of the picture. 
Families are often surprised by additional fees charged by the cemetery. These are standard 
and ensure that property is properly recorded, prepared, and maintained. 
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Common Fees Buyers Encounter 

●​ Transfer fee: Charged by the cemetery to process the ownership change. This covers 
administrative work and recordkeeping.​
 

●​ Opening and closing fee: Charged when the grave or niche is opened for interment 
and closed afterward. Even if the property is prepaid, this fee is usually due at the time of 
use.​
 

●​ Outer burial container or vault fee: Many cemeteries require a vault for in-ground 
caskets. This fee covers the container and installation.​
 

●​ Perpetual care or endowment care fee: A one-time or ongoing fee that funds cemetery 
maintenance, landscaping, and upkeep.​
 

Common Fees Sellers Encounter 

●​ Transfer fee: Some cemeteries require the seller to pay or split the fee with the buyer.​
 

●​ Appraisal or listing costs: If using a broker, sellers may pay a commission. 
Marketplaces may charge a listing fee (though Eturnal Rest™ offers flexible plans, 
including a Basic tier).​
 

Example Scenario 

A family selling a $2,500 plot may net less if the cemetery charges a $300 transfer fee and a 
10% commission to a broker. A buyer purchasing the same property might later pay an 
additional $1,200–$1,500 for opening/closing and vault fees when the plot is used. 

Key Takeaway 

Always ask about all cemetery fees upfront. Buyers and sellers should budget beyond the 
purchase price to avoid unexpected costs. 
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Chapter 7 — The Transfer Process: Step by Step 
The transfer of cemetery property is a legal process that varies by cemetery, but the major steps 
are similar. 

Step 1: Verify Ownership 

The seller must provide proof of interment rights. This usually means a deed, certificate of 
ownership, or a document from the cemetery. Without this, the property cannot be sold. 

Step 2: Confirm Cemetery Policies 

Every cemetery has its own rules. Some allow resale freely; others may require property to be 
offered back to them first. Call or email the cemetery office before listing. 

Step 3: Reach an Agreement 

Buyer and seller agree on a price and terms. This may be done directly, through a broker, or via 
a marketplace like Eturnal Rest™. 

Step 4: Submit Transfer Request 

Both parties provide information to the cemetery. Some cemeteries require in-person signatures 
or notarization. Others allow electronic submission. 

Step 5: Cemetery Approval 

The cemetery verifies ownership, checks that fees are paid, and approves the transfer. This 
step can take days or weeks depending on responsiveness. 

Step 6: Payment and Record Update 
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Once fees are paid, the cemetery updates their records. The buyer receives documentation 
confirming their new interment rights. 

Key Tip 

Always keep copies of transfer paperwork. This prevents future disputes and ensures heirs 
know exactly what property is owned. 

 

Chapter 8 — Preparing Your Listing to Sell Faster 
Selling cemetery property is not unlike selling a home: presentation matters. The more complete 
and attractive your listing, the more likely it is to attract inquiries. 

Step 1: Gather Documentation 

●​ Deed or certificate of ownership​
 

●​ Cemetery section/lot/space information​
 

●​ Any maps provided by the cemetery​
 

●​ Details of fees (transfer, maintenance, perpetual care)​
 

Step 2: Write a Clear Description 

Buyers want to know: 

●​ Cemetery name and location​
 

●​ Property type (plot, niche, crypt, mausoleum)​
 

●​ Section or garden name​
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●​ Notable features (shade trees, near chapel, veteran’s area)​

 
●​ Asking price​

 

Step 3: Add Photos 

●​ Photograph the entrance of the cemetery.​
 

●​ Include a picture of the section or area (if allowed).​
 

●​ Use a simple, respectful presentation.​
 

Step 4: Price Realistically 

●​ Research comparable listings.​
 

●​ Ask the cemetery for their retail pricing (buyers compare resale to retail).​
 

●​ Consider location demand: high-demand cemeteries may attract quick interest, but 
others may take much longer.​
 

Step 5: Respond Professionally 

When inquiries come in: 

●​ Reply promptly.​
 

●​ Share property details clearly.​
 

●​ Keep communication secure — avoid oversharing personal details.​
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Key Takeaway 

A complete, well-presented listing can reduce wait times and build trust with buyers. 

 

Chapter 9 — Buyer’s Checklist: Questions to Ask Before 
You Commit 
Purchasing cemetery property is a long-term decision. Asking the right questions ensures 
families avoid surprises. 

Questions About the Cemetery 

●​ What are the transfer fees?​
 

●​ What are the opening/closing fees?​
 

●​ Is a vault or outer burial container required?​
 

●​ Are there perpetual care fees?​
 

●​ What are the rules about markers, headstones, or decorations?​
 

●​ Does the cemetery allow double-depth or companion burials?​
 

Questions About the Property 

●​ Is it a plot, niche, crypt, or mausoleum?​
 

●​ What section or location is it in?​
 

●​ Are there nearby family spaces available?​
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●​ Are there restrictions on resale in the future?​

 

Questions About the Process 

●​ How long does the transfer typically take?​
 

●​ Does the cemetery require notarization or in-person signatures?​
 

●​ How will the buyer receive proof of ownership?​
 

Buyer’s Decision Checklist 

☑ I’ve confirmed all fees.​
 ☑ I’ve reviewed cemetery rules and restrictions.​
 ☑ I’ve seen documentation of ownership.​
 ☑ I understand the transfer process and timeline.​
 ☑ I’ve compared alternatives (nearby cemeteries, niches, crypts). 

 

Chapter 10 — Seller & Buyer Worksheets 

Seller’s Preparation Worksheet 

Before listing cemetery property, complete this worksheet: 

1.​ Ownership Details​
 

○​ Do you have the deed or certificate of interment rights? ☐ Yes ☐ No​
 

○​ Cemetery name: ___________________________​
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○​ Section / Lot / Plot number: ___________________________​

 
2.​ Cemetery Contact​

 
○​ Cemetery office phone/email: ___________________________​

 
○​ Confirmed resale policy? ☐ Yes ☐ No​

 
3.​ Costs & Fees​

 
○​ Transfer fee: $________​

 
○​ Maintenance fee: $________​

 
○​ Other required fees: $________​

 
4.​ Listing Information​

 
○​ Property type (plot, niche, crypt, mausoleum): __________​

 
○​ Unique features (e.g., location, views): __________________​

 
○​ Asking price: $________​

 

 

Buyer’s Comparison Worksheet 

When comparing multiple properties, use this worksheet to keep notes organized: 

Property #1 

●​ Cemetery: ___________________________​
 

●​ Type: ☐ Plot ☐ Niche ☐ Crypt ☐ Mausoleum​
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●​ Price: $________​

 
●​ Transfer fee: $________​

 
●​ Opening/Closing fee: $________​

 
●​ Perpetual care fee: $________​

 
●​ Restrictions: ___________________________​

 
●​ Overall rating: ☐ Excellent ☐ Good ☐ Fair​

 

Repeat for each property you’re considering. This makes side-by-side comparison easier and 
prevents overlooked costs. 

 

Chapter 11 — Glossary of Common Terms 
●​ Columbarium: A structure that houses niches for urns.​

 
●​ Companion Plot: Two adjacent plots, often for spouses.​

 
●​ Crypt: An above-ground burial chamber, usually in a mausoleum.​

 
●​ Deed/Certificate of Interment Rights: Document proving the right to be interred in a 

specific property.​
 

●​ Endowment Care / Perpetual Care: Funds collected to maintain the cemetery grounds.​
 

●​ Interment: The act of placing remains in a plot, niche, or crypt.​
 

●​ Mausoleum: A building that houses crypts and sometimes niches.​
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●​ Niche: A small space in a columbarium designed for an urn.​

 
●​ Opening and Closing Fee: Fee charged by the cemetery to prepare and seal a grave 

or crypt.​
 

●​ Transfer Fee: Fee charged by the cemetery to process ownership changes.​

 
 

Chapter 12 — FAQs 
Q: Is it legal to sell cemetery property?​
 A: Yes. Cemetery property is considered an asset. Most cemeteries allow resale, though some 
require the property to be offered back to them first. Always confirm policies with the cemetery 
office. 

Q: Are buyers protected when purchasing on the secondary market?​
 A: Yes. Transfers require proof of ownership and cemetery approval. Once completed, the 
buyer has the same rights as if they purchased directly from the cemetery. 

Q: How long does the process take?​
 A: It varies. In high-demand areas, buyers may be found quickly. In other cases, it may take 
months or years. The transfer paperwork itself usually takes several days to a few weeks once 
started. 

Q: What fees should I expect?​
 A: Buyers should budget for transfer fees, opening/closing fees, and perpetual care fees. 
Sellers may pay transfer fees as well, depending on cemetery policy. 

Q: Can property be passed to children or heirs?​
 A: Yes. Cemetery property can be inherited. Be sure to document ownership clearly so heirs 
can avoid confusion later. 
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About Eturnal Rest™ 
At Eturnal Rest™, we believe families deserve clarity and peace of mind when navigating 
cemetery arrangements. Our mission is to: 

●​ Provide a transparent marketplace for buying and selling property.​
 

●​ Simplify the transfer process through education and guidance.​
 

●​ Support families with resources that reduce stress during difficult decisions.​
 

Whether you are preparing to sell unused property or searching for a final resting place, this 
guide — and our platform — are here to support you every step of the way. 
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Disclaimer 
This guide is provided for general informational purposes only and does not constitute legal, 
financial, tax, or professional advice. Requirements and policies vary by state, municipality, 
and individual cemetery. Always contact the cemetery office and consult qualified 
professionals (e.g., an attorney and/or tax advisor) before making decisions. 

No client relationship. Your use of this guide does not create an attorney-client, advisor-client, 
or other professional relationship with Eturnal Rest, LLC. 

Accuracy & updates. Information is provided “as is,” without warranties or guarantees of 
completeness, accuracy, or timeliness. Regulations, fees, and processes may change. Refer to 
the latest cemetery documentation and local laws. 

Independence. Unless expressly stated, Eturnal Rest, LLC is not affiliated with any cemetery, 
funeral home, or venue referenced. Links or references do not imply endorsement. 

Limits of liability. To the maximum extent permitted by law, Eturnal Rest, LLC is not liable for 
any loss or damages arising from the use of this guide or reliance on its contents. You are 
responsible for verifying all requirements and decisions. 

Intellectual property. © 2025 Eturnal Rest, LLC. All rights reserved. Eturnal Rest™ is a 
trademark of Eturnal Rest, LLC (application pending). No part of this publication may be 
reproduced or distributed without prior written permission, except for personal use or where 
permitted by law. 
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